
Dear Class of 2026 Parents and Guardians, 
 
Please read the attached information that was emailed to your child (Plan for the Future) and check out the two 
attachments that are sample college comparison templates. 
 
It is very important that high school juniors are already planning for what comes after high school.  Whether your 
child is planning on work, military, apprenticeship or college, there is a lot they should be doing to explore and 
organize information about their future.  Please encourage them to get busy now!  College admissions is less than a 
year away with application completion needing to be done ideally before December 1, 2025.  Exploring the world 
of work, including apprenticeships, has a bit more flexibility but sooner than later is always better.   Now is the 
ideal time for anybody interested in the military to begin discussions with recruiters. 
 
If you have questions, please contact your child's guidance counselor. 
 
Dan Riley: A-F  207-474-5511  extension 4112     driley@msad54.org 
Dan Hylan: G-N  207-474-5511  extension 4111   dhylan@msad54.org 
Laurie MacFarland  O-Z  207-474-5511  extension 4113   lmacfarland@msad54.org 
 
Class of 2026:  Now is the time to plan for your future. 
 
Use some of your free time over break to prepare for the future!  Now is the time to formally investigate colleges if 
you have not already started.  Finding a list of colleges that will meet your educational needs, and your personal 
interests takes time and organization.  Do not wait any longer!  Creating a list of potential colleges now will enable 
you to look carefully at all the possibilities and make informed decisions about where you will apply next fall.  
Determining a list now will also allow you time during February break, April break and summer to visit some of 
your top options.   
 
-Where to research:  collegeboard.org:  Use the College Board’s BIG FUTURE.  BIG FUTURE has a wide range of 
interactive college search tools including two- and four-year college lists and college majors.  No idea what you 
want to do? BIG FUTURE also has interest inventories that can help you identify your skills, abilities and how they 
connect to certain careers and college majors.  Big Future also has great financial aid information including FAFSA 
filing tips and scholarship searches.  Just for using BIG FUTURE, you will be eligible for monthly $500 and 
$40,000 scholarship drawings!!  It is also easy to research colleges of interest by going directly to a college’s 
website. 
 
-College visits:  Colleges love to have potential students visit campus.  There is nothing more informative than 
seeing an institution in person.  Think like you do when you shop for a car.  You wouldn’t buy the car without a test 
drive.  Visiting a campus is like a test drive helping you to get a feel for the features that the campus will offer. 
 
-Organization is key:  Create a formal comparison format that you can use to assess the pros and cons of each 
campus.  Create your own spreadsheet with columns for the important features and assets that you are looking for 
in a college.  See the two samples attached to this email for ideas or use them as your comparison tool. 
 
If your transition is not college, you can still begin looking at your options.  If you are thinking of serving your 
country by enlisting in the military, investigate the different branches (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast 
Guard, Space Force, National Guard). Communicating with local recruiters is essential to understand the 
opportunities and steps required to enlist.  Asking questions does not commit you to anything.  If your plan is to go 
to work, investigate the local job market.  Use the local Career Center to help you build a resume and develop an 
employment portfolio.  Consider on the job training or an apprenticeship.  Apprenticeships enable you to work for 
pay, earn benefits and learn a skilled trade from masters in their field.  Check out apprenticeships at: 
https://apprenticeship.maine.gov/career-seekers. 
 
For assistance with any of these options, see your guidance counselor. 
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